
GET READY 
FOR NEW.
Your New Zealand education journey starts here.



A NEW 
PATHWAY TO 
NEW ZEALAND

START FROM HOME
Start your study journey to New Zealand’s globally-recognised 
universities through the New Zealand Global Education 
Pathway in association with NCUK. This unique education 
pathway offers you the flexibility to begin your New Zealand 
education experience from one of more than 80 NCUK global 
Study Centres, located in 30 countries around the globe.

A NEW ZEALAND UNIVERSITY OFFER 
By choosing the New Zealand Global Education Pathway 
in association with NCUK, you’ll get an offer guarantee to 
study at any of New Zealand’s universities upon successful 
completion of your NCUK qualification. You can then choose 
to continue your studies with a New Zealand university of your 
choice, at a time that suits you.

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  
To help you get there, New Zealand universities have offered 
NZD $300,000 in scholarships dedicated to students 
completing NCUK qualifications, making your start to a 
New Zealand education even easier. Get in touch with your 
preferred New Zealand university to find out more or visit

  studyinnewzealand.govt.nz/scholarships

http://studyinnewzealand.govt.nz/scholarships


CHOOSE A 
FUTURE-FOCUSED 
EDUCATION

New Zealand’s education system is uniquely designed to 
prepare you for the rapidly changing future. With a practical 
and collaborative style of learning, a New Zealand education 
will give you real-world skills in demand by top global 
employers and educational institutions. 
 
All New Zealand universities are ranked in the top 3% of 
universities in the world, so you can be confident that you’ll 
receive a world-recognised qualification that will set you up 
for success.

To complement your quality education experience, you’ll 
be supported to reach your full potential with competitive 
in-study and post-study work rights, including a three-year 
post-study open work visa for a bachelor’s degree and 
master’s postgraduate degree.

Your New Zealand education will enable you to become a 
confident, critical and creative thinker –  ready for whatever 
the future brings.



—  THE WORLDWIDE EDUCATING FOR 
THE FUTURE INDEX (2019),  
ECONOMIST INTELLIGENCE UNIT.

—  QS WORLD UNIVERSITY 
RANKINGS 2021.

ALL NEW ZEALAND 
UNIVERSITIES ARE 
RANKED IN THE TOP 
3% UNIVERSITIES IN 
THE WORLD.

NEW ZEALAND IS 
THE #1 ENGLISH-
SPEAKING COUNTRY  
AT PREPARING 
STUDENTS FOR  
THE FUTURE.



THE STEPS ON 
YOUR EDUCATION 
PATHWAY

International 
Foundation Year 
(IFY)

International  
Year One  
(IYOne)

Master's  
Preparation  
(PMP)

IFY

IFY or  
equivalent

IYOne

PMP

  studyinnewzealand.govt.nz/global-pathways

Undergraduate Pathway Qualifications

Postgraduate Pathway Qualification 

3 Years at a New Zealand university of your choice

2 Years at a New Zealand  
university of your choice

1–2 Years at a New 
Zealand university

*Some specialist bachelor degrees will vary in length

1 YEAR

< 1 YEAR

2 YEAR

2 YEAR

3 YEAR 4 YEAR

Graduate with  
a bachelor's 

degree*

Graduate with 
a master's 

degree

http://www.studyinnewzealand.govt.nz/global-pathways


NCUK 
INTERNATIONAL 
FOUNDATION  
YEAR (IFY)

If you complete high school 
outside of the New Zealand 
education system, or in a 
language other than English, 
you may need to complete a 
foundation qualification before 
applying to a New Zealand 
university. 

As well as academic knowledge, 
the NCUK International 
Foundation Year gives you 
specialist English language, 
study and cultural skills that 
are an essential part of your 
degree course. This unique 
combination will help you to get 
into the New Zealand university 
of your choice and prepare you 
for your future career. 

The NCUK International 
Foundation Year is accepted 
as an entrance qualification by 
all universities in New Zealand. 
Successful completion will also 
allow you to meet their English-
language requirements. So you 
can start your New Zealand 
education with the skills you 
need to thrive.

NCUK 
INTERNATIONAL 
YEAR ONE  
(IYONE)

The International Year One is 
a credit-bearing qualification 
which enables you to study the 
first year of your bachelor’s 
degree locally at an approved 
NCUK Study Centre, with 
guaranteed access to the 
second year of your degree 
at selected New Zealand 
universities. 

You have the option to study 
the Business or Engineering 
streams of International Year 
One qualifications leading 
towards undergraduate 
bachelor’s degree programmes. 
Plus you’ll benefit from smaller 
classes, academic preparation 
and plenty of support to 
ensure a smooth transition into 
university study.

NCUK MASTER’S 
PREPARATION 
(PMP)

The Master’s Preparation gives 
you the high-level academic 
skills and knowledge, advanced 
English language skills, and 
a single point of contact for 
university application support 
and guidance to successfully 
apply for a master’s degree at a 
New Zealand university. 

NCUK 
QUALIFICATIONS To begin your New Zealand education, you can 

select from one of three pathway qualifications 
offered by NCUK:
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Auckland University of 
Technology

Auckland University of Technology 
(AUT) is New Zealand’s second-
largest and fastest-growing 
university. It reflects the changing 
world, and emerging environments 
and industries. 

e: internationalstudy@aut.ac.nz
w: aut.ac.nz

The University  
of Auckland

The University of Auckland is New 
Zealand’s largest university. It is 
also New Zealand’s highest ranked 
university with many subjects 
ranked in the top 50 by the QS World 
University Rankings. 

e: int-questions@auckland.ac.nz
w: auckland.ac.nz/international

Massey University

Massey University is distinctive 
among New Zealand universities 
in its ability to deliver research-led 
teaching and research in the cities 
of Auckland, Palmerston North and 
Wellington. 

e: international@massey.ac.nz
w: international.massey.ac.nz
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University of Waikato

One of New Zealand’s leading 
research universities, the 
University of Waikato is made 
up of seven faculties and 
schools. It has more than 12,000 
students, including around 2,000 
international students. 

e: international@waikato.ac.nz
w: waikato.ac.nz/international
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5 Victoria University  
of Wellington

Victoria University of Wellington 
is in New Zealand’s vibrant, 
entrepreneurial capital city. 
Students benefit from the 
university’s connections to 
industries, government and 
research organisations. 

e: international@vuw.ac.nz
w: wgtn.ac.nz/international

6 University of Canterbury

The University of Canterbury was 
founded by scholars from Oxford 
and Cambridge universities in 1873. 
It has an international reputation for 
academic excellence in teaching and 
research.

e: international@canterbury.ac.nz
w: canterbury.ac.nz

Lincoln University

Founded in 1878, Lincoln has made a 
key contribution to New Zealand and 
the global economy. Highly connected 
to industry, it teaches agriculture and 
life sciences, environment, society 
and design, and commerce. 

e: international@lincoln.ac.nz
w: lincoln.ac.nz
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University of Otago

The University of Otago is  
New Zealand’s oldest university 
and is famous for its academic 
excellence and outstanding student 
experience. It offers more than 195 
undergraduate and postgraduate 
programmes. 

e: international.admissions@
otago.ac.nz
w: otago.ac.nz
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YOUR CHOICE OF  
NEW ZEALAND UNIVERSITIES
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“ BEFORE I CAME TO NEW ZEALAND, 
I DIDN’T THINK THAT I COULD 
EXCHANGE IDEAS AND LEARN 
FROM PEOPLE FROM SO MANY 
COUNTRIES AND SUCH DIVERSE 
CULTURAL BACKGROUNDS. I’VE 
FOUND MY PERSPECTIVES HAVE 
BROADENED THROUGHOUT THIS 
PROCESS.”

Ringo Li— 
China
New Zealand university graduate 

Marketing and Business Development 
Coordinator at Settlers Tours, Auckland

“ HERE IN NEW ZEALAND, 
IT’S MORE ABOUT BEING 
CRITICAL AND THINKING  
IN A DIFFERENT WAY.”

Adriana Christie— 
Colombia 
New Zealand university graduate

Owner of The Pallet Kingdom

“  IT WAS VERY EASY FOR  
ME TO LEARN AND THEN 
APPLY MY LEARNING 
TO NEW BUSINESS 
VENTURES.”

Mitchell Pham— 
Vietnam
New Zealand university graduate

Co-Founder and Director, Augen Software 
Group, Auckland 



CONTINUING 
YOUR STUDIES  
IN NEW ZEALAND

START YOUR 
JOURNEY 
TODAY

Once you have completed your NCUK pathway 
qualification and are ready to progress to study  
in New Zealand, you will need to apply for a  
student visa.

Find out about visa options and the process for 
transferring from your global pathway to study  
in New Zealand by visiting the Immigration  
New Zealand website:

A New Zealand education prepares you 
for a new tomorrow.  To find out how to 
start your journey today, visit 

  immigration.govt.nz/new-zealand-visas/
options/study/explore-student-visas

  studyinnewzealand.govt.nz/
global-pathways

http://www.immigration.govt.nz/new-zealand-visas/options/study/explore-student-visas
http://www.immigration.govt.nz/new-zealand-visas/options/study/explore-student-visas
http://www.studyinnewzealand.govt.nz/global-pathways
http://www.studyinnewzealand.govt.nz/global-pathways

